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The Legal Action 


By DONALD B. GIBSON 
Talbotton, Georgia 


HE HOLY SPIRIT is the of- 
; } ficial, personal representa- 
tive of the trinity in the 
world today. He is actively, though 
mysteriously, at work accomplish- 
ing His mission in the stead of Je- 
sus Christ who sent Him. The Spir- 
it of God has several tasks to fin- 
ish during the church era. These 
are to glorify the person and vindi- 
cate the work of Christ, to bear 
witness of the Word of God in 
men’s hearts as they hear the gos- 
pel preached, to convict sinners and 
draw them to Christ, and to com- 
fort, defend, and edify believers. 
Since the mission of the Holy 
Spirit is primarily legal and rep- 
resentative, we shall consider three 
important phases of His work. In 
relation to the wicked, He operates 
aggressively as a prosecuting at- 
torney. As a divine witness, He pre- 
sents the inspired Scriptures as the 
irrefutable evidence to close His 
case and pronounce the sinful 
world guilty before the bar of God. 
In relation to the righteous, He al- 
so operates representatively as their 
defender and counselor. 


The Prosecuting Attorney 


MOST MEN will never 
be arraigned before a judge in a 
civil court of law. Some of these will 
not even see a trial or witness the 
step-by-step development of a pros- 
ecution or hear the verdict of a 
jury. But the human race goes on 
trial, nevertheless. The place is an 
unseen courtroom. It is located in 
the heart and mind and conscience 
of man. The trial begins when the 
sinner is confronted with the Word 
f God, whether it be read in med- 
tion or heard from the lips of a 





of the Holy Spirit 


preacher. Paul goes so far as to im- 
ply that this trial gets under way 
even before the gospel is preached 
to the sinner. He explains that 
those who do not have the law, that 
is, those without special revelation, 
are a law unto themselves because 
of “the work of the law written in 
their hearts, their conscience also 
bearing witness” (Romans 2:15). 

The Holy Spirit pursues fallen 
man in the name of Christ as His 
agent (John 14:26). His purpose is 
to testify of Christ (John 15:26) 
and glorify Him (John 16:14). 

Before Jesus left the world, He 
revealed in detail the nature of the 
Spirit’s work. “And when he [the 
Spirit] is come, he will reprove the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment: Of sin, because 
they believe not on me; Of right- 
eousness, because I go to my Fath- 
er, and ye see me no more; Of 
judgment, because the prince of 
this world is judged” (John 16:8- 
11). The most inclusive word in this 
passage is reprove. The Holy Spir- 
it’s reproof of the world has three 
facets: 


(1) He convicts the world for the 
sin of unbelief or the failure 
to accept Jesus Christ and the 
gospel. 


(2) He convinces the world that 
righteousness is to be found 
only in the merits of Jesus 
Christ by continuing the Lord’s 
ministry in His absence. 


(3) He condemns the world with 
a continual witness to the fact 
that Satan, its ruler, “stands 
judged” (Greek perfect tense) 
with his destiny determined as 
a result of Calvary. 


Man’s encounter with the Spirit 
of God is unavoidable. He finds en- 
trance to the mind when all else 
is shut out. He awakens the con- 
science and speaks to it. He lays 
bare the sins of the soul and bur- 
dens the heart. His probings are 
into the innermost recesses of the 
human spirit. Like an unrelenting 
attorney, He leaves nothing un- 
turned. He “searcheth all things” 
(1 Corinthians 2:10), especially the 
hearts of men (Romans 8:27). 

Thus the infinite Haqly Spirit can- 
not be shut out of the soul. Neither 
is there any way of escape from 
Him. The Psalmist was stricken by 
this fact when he cried, “Whither 
shall I go from thy spirit? or 
whither shall I flee from thy pres- 
ence? If I ascend up into heaven, 
thou art there: if I make my bed 
in hell, behold, thou art there” 
(Psalm 139:7, 8). 


The Case Evidence 


THE CASE evidence 
against fallen man is the Word of 
God. The Scriptures declare the 
whole human race guilty before 
God (Romans 3:19). “By one man 
[Adam] sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned” (Romans 5:12). 
This charge resounds and echoes 
throughout the New Testament. 
The sinner is held in silence as the 
Holy Spirit presents this evidence. 
There is no debate or rebuttal be- 
cause the sinner has no defense. 
Satan is his master, but he will not 
defend, and he cannot withstand 
the Holy Spirit. 

There is no appeal from the al- 
~~ (Continued on page 10) 








FASTING 
ore | 


PRAYER 


Scripture Lesson: Romans 8:1-13 

“There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. For 
the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death. 
For what the law could not do, in 
that it was weak through the flesh, 
God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh: That 
the righteousness of the law might 
te fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
For they that are after the flesh 
do mind the things of the flesh; 
but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit. For to 
be carnally minded is death, but 
to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace. Because the carnal mind is 
enmity against God: for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. So then they that 


By P. F. TAYLOR 
Lemmon, South Dakota 


are in the flesh cannot please God. 
But ye are not in the flesh, but 
in the Spirit, if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now 
if any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his. And 
if Christ be in you, the body is 
dead because of sin; but the Spirit 
is life because of righteousness. But 
if the Spirit of him that raised 
up Jesus from the dead dwell in 
you, he that raised up Christ from 
the dead shail also quicken your 
mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you. Therefore, breth- 
ren, we are debtors, not to the 
flesh, to live after the flesh. For 
if ye live after the flesh, ye shall 
die: but if ye through the Spirit 
do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live.” 


Text: Psalm 35:13, “But as for me, 
when they were sick, my cloth- 
ing was sackcloth: I humbled 
my soul with fasting.” 





INTRODUCTION: 


What Is Fasting? 


HE VERBAL MEANING is 

} to abstain from food beyond 

the usual time; especially, 

to go without food, wholly or in 
part, voluntarily, as for the mor- 
tification of the body or appetites. 
It may also refer to abstinence 
from food, partial or total, or from 
prescribed kinds of food, particu- 
larly as a religious duty and in 
connection with other observances 
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(a privilege instead of a duty when 
you consider the benefits). 


What Is Mortification? 


Now that we have defined fast- 
ing, I would also like to define the 
term mortification, since this is 
the result of fasting. This term 
is used only twice in the New Testa- 
ment—in the lesson text where it 
is derived from the Greek word 
“thanatoo,” which means to be- 
come dead or cause to become 
dead, and in Colossians 3:5 where 





it is derived from the Greek wor 
“nekro-o,” meaning to deaden, to 
subdue, to be dead, or to mortify. 
In religion, mortification is the 
act of subduing the passions and 
appetites by fasting. Mortify 
means to humiliate, to vex, to sub- 
due or to be subdued or reduced by 
fasting. 

“Mortify therefore your members 
which are upon the earth; forni- 
cation, uncleanness, inordinate af- 
fection, evil concupiscence, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry: For 
which things’ sake the wrath of 
God cometh on the children of 
disobedience: In the which ye also 
walked some time, when ye lived 
in them. But now ye also put off 
all these; anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy, filthy communication 
out of your mouth. Lie not one 
to another, seeing that ye have 
put off the old man with his deeds; 
And have put on the new man, 
which is renewed in knowledge aft- 
er the image of him that created 
him” (Colossians 3:5-10). 

This subject of fasting is not 
very popular in some quarters. 
Some would tell us that it is ab- 
solutely unnecessary today, that it 
was in vogue in the time of Christ, 
but is not to be done in our day. 
Actually it is just the other way 
around. When Christ was asked 
the question why the Pharisees 
and John’s disciples fasted often 
and His disciples did not fast, His 
reply was that while the Bride- 
groom was yet with them, there 
was no cause for fasting; when He 
went away, then they would fast. 

Some people tell us that they 
fast for victory, which, of course, 
is very true. This statement, how- 
ever, sometimes gives vague im- 
pressions and a misconception con- 
cerning fasting, and those who do 
not fast do not know what to ex- 
pect when they decide to fast. 

The question is often asked, “How 
do you feel when you fast?” When 
one young man, who is a friend 
of mine, fasted for his first time, 
he said, “I’m not sure I under- 
stand this business of fasting. I 
purposed in my heart to fast to- 
day, and the colored boy who was 
helping me seemed to be possessed 
with demons; the milking machine 
got out of adjustment, the valv 
stuck and we lost several gallon 


























@.: milk; several cases of bottles 
were broken; the cows got out of 
the pasture; I’ve had a splitting 
headache all day long, and have 
had a difficult time just to hang 
on to my religious experience. I 
thought I’d not be able to attend 
the service tonight. I just can’t 
understand what happened; I 
thought I was going to have great 
victory. I thought I’d feel victorious, 
but I’ve never felt so mortified 
in my whole life.” “Ah,” I assured 
him, “that is fine. Don’t you worry; 
the victory is yet to come.” My 
words proved to be true, too, for 
that very evening he received a 
wonderful blessing from God. 

The Psalmist said, “My knees are 
weak through fasting; and my 
flesh faileth of fatness” (Psalm 
109:24). You may say “Well then, 
why fast?” Paul said, “When I am 
weak then I am strong.” The victory 
comes a bit later. 

It is easy to feel quite smug and 
Christianized with everything well 
oiled and well organized in daily 
living. But begin to mortify the 
flesh through fasting and you have 
a feeling of humiliation; things 
begin to vex you that you had 
pridefully told yourself would be 
no bother at all to you. You 
previously had no sympathy when 
someone, who wasn’t faring quiet 
so well as you, testified of having 
afflictions and trials; now you feel 
afflicted, vexed, humiliated, and 
subdued. You are mortifying the 
flesh; this process reveals many 
carnal weaknesses which you did 
not know were there. You begin 
to realize that you do not have the 
control over your own spirit that 
you thought. You felt that you 
were sweet-tempered, but now you 
feel ill, so to your knees you go in 
prayer for grace to overcome. Thus 
you are drawn to God. 


Why Fast? 


Fasting makes war on carnality. 
It was through eating that this 
world was lost and made carnal 
in its mind and in its pursuits. 
This is the handle of control over 
which Satan has usurped jurisdic- 
tion and through which he controls 
most of humanity. If he is unable 

control one through the flesh, 
&. cannot control him at all. 


THE CARNAL MIND: 


THE DESIRES of the 
flesh are not sinful within them- 
selves. It is when the carnal mind, 
in its gross intemperance, takes 
over that the body becomes sub- 
ject to an evil spirit invasion. The 
body is then dominated by an 
enslaved soul that is restless in its 
quest for satisfaction, a soul which 
abuses bodily and mental capacities 
to the final point of destruction. 
Carnality of this sort supersedes 
the normal natural desires of the 
flesh and the soul becomes sensual 
and on the road to bestiality, 
brutishness, and finally reproba- 
tion. The works of the flesh reveal 
carnality in its fulness; the fruits 
of the Spirit reveal the basic prin- 
ciples of spiritual law. Can you 
not see that these are at enmity? 

To find out if you are becoming 
carnal minded, consider your re- 
gard for the Word. It must be 
above the regard for bread or you 
have a carnal mind. 


Manifestations or characteristics 
of the carnal mind are that fleshly 
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DIVINE REQUITE 


interests predominate and _ this 
(earthly) life seems ALL impor- 
tant. Men spend their energies, 
their youth, and all their strength 
with earthly interests, knowing all 
the time that they cannot be here 
more than one hundred years. Yet 
eternity is forever, and their souls 
shall live on, so says the song and 
the Word of God. Should they not 
put first things first, and live not 
by bread alone but by every word 
of God? 

To take a course in fasting and 
to get the benefits of the experience 
in full measure, read your Bible 
and determine the reason or rea- 
sons why each individual fasted. 
What effect did fasting have on 
God and the Bible character doing 
the fasting? What’ was the result 
of his fast? Determine this and you 
will be well on the right road to 
successful fasting and praying. You 
will learn the secret of asking for 
what you will in His name and re- 
ceiving it. 

Do not fast with a carnal motive 
as described in Isaiah 58: 4, 5, “Be- 

(Continued on page 10) 





DILIGENTLY 
SEEK HIM‘ 
— M68. 1:6 








ND GOD HATH set some 
oe in the church, first apos- 
tles, secondarily prophets, 


thirdly teachers, after that mir- 
acles, then gifts of healings, helps, 


GOVERNMENTS, diversities of 
tongues” (1 Corinthians 12:28). 

The Church belongs to Christ; 
He gave His blood for it. He is the 
head and the absolute ruler of the 
Church. All of us are merely in- 
struments in the hands of Christ 
for the growth, edifying, and per- 
fecting of the body of Christ. Every 
member is given some particular 
function for the good of the body. 

God put government in our 
physical bodies. Every member is 
dependent on another member for 
strength and direction. The brain 
gives direction to every member of 
the body, but the brain is dependent 
upon the heart to feed its cells 
with life-giving blood. The heart 
in turn is dependent upon food 
from the digestive system. 

Let us take one member of the 





body, the hand, and theorize its 
action. When the hand desires to 
pick up something, the nervous 
system must send a message to the 
brain, the brain must send a mes- 
sage to the muscles that control 
the hand, and these, in turn, must 
contract unitedly in order for the 
object to be picked up. 

Now let us consider how it would 
be if each member of the body 
were stubborn and did not believe 
in obeying those that have the rule 
over them. How would the body 
ever get anything done? Every 
member of this body is dependent 
on another member, so that no 
member can function without an- 
other. “For as we have many mem- 
bers in one body, and all members 
have not the same office: So we, 
being many, are one body in Christ, 
AND EVERY ONE MEMBERS ONE 
OF ANOTHER” (Romans 12:4-5). 

Everyone in the church has some- 
one over him in the Lord. There 
is no absolute monarch but Christ. 


& 
pF overnment 


of the Church 


By CLEO WATTS 


Pastor, North Chattanooga, 
Tennessee 





“Likewise, ye younger, submit @ 


yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all 
of you be subject one to another, 
and be clothed with humility: for 
God resisteth the proud, and giveth 
grace to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5). 
He is supposed to listen to his 
leaders in the church and obey 
them. God will not honor a self- 
willed spirit. The members are to 
seek the advice of the pastor and 
love and respect his position in the 
church. 

“Remember them which have the 
rule over you, who have spoken 
unto you the word of God: whose 
faith follow, considering the end 
of their conversation. Obey them 
that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves: for they watch 
for your souls, as they that must 
give account” (Hebrews 13:7, 17). 
Somebody has the rule over us 
besides Christ, and we must obey 
them to please God. God has put 
leaders in the church; we are to 
submit to them. The officials of 
the church are not dictators, but 
they are men called of God to 
watch for our souls and lead the 
church on the right course. To dis- 
respect them is to dishonor God. 


JAMES, THE LEADER AT 
JERUSALEM 


AND AFTER they had 
held their peace, James answered, 
saying, Men and brethren, hearken 
unto me” (Acts 15:13). “And the 
day following Paul went in with 
us unto James; and all the elders 
were present” (Acts 21:18). “But 
other of the apostles saw I none, 
save James the Lord’s brother” 
(Galatians 1:19). From _ these 
Scriptures we learn that James had 
the oversight of the church at 
Jerusalem. What he had to say had 
weight. Paul the Apostle submitted 
to his authority and respected him. 


PAUL, THE OVERSEER OF 
MANY CHURCHES 


AND WHEN they had 
ordained them elders in every 
church, and had prayed with fast- 
ing, they commended them to the 
Lord, on whom they believed” (Acts 
14:23). “Besides those things that 
are without, that which cometh 
upon me daily, the care of all th 
churches” (2 Corinthians 11:28). 























* The Apostle Paul was not a local 
pastor but a general overseer of 
all the churches. This is ample 
proof that the early Church was 
an organized group. The Apostle 
Paul appointed pastors over the 
new churches and supervised the 
activities of the churches. He en- 
couraged them to help the poor 
saints at Jerusalem (2 Corinthians 
8). 


JOHN HAD AUTHORITY 
OVER CHURCHES 


I WROTE UNTO the 
church: but Diotrephes, who loveth 
to have the preeminence among 
them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, 
if I come, I will remember his 
deeds which he doeth, prating 
against us with malicious words: 
and not content therewith, neither 
doth he himself receive the breth- 
ren, and forbiddeth them that 
would, and casteth them out of 
the church” (3 John 1:9, 10). 

This passage shows that the local 
churches were not governed locally, 
altogether, in the days of the 
Apostles. In this day there are 
many like Diotrephes who are pull- 
ing out of the organized churches 
and starting a church of their own. 
They own the church property, 
receive all the money that comes 
into the church, and spend it as 
they please. 


ELDERS ARE TO RULE THE 
LOCAL CHURCHES 


THE TERMS “elder” 
and “bishop” refer to the same 
persons. They are the pastors of 
the local churches. “And he gave 
some, apostles; and some, prophets, 
and some, evangelists; and some, 
PASTORS and teachers” (Ephe- 
sians 4:11). Elder is the rank or of- 
fice; bishop is the duty of the pas- 
tor. Now let us define the two words. 
Thayers Greek Lexicon gives the 
following: “The word ‘Presbuteros’ 
means a term of rank or office; 
a member of the great council or 
Sanhedrin [because in early times 
the rulers of the people, such as 
judges, were selected from the 
elderly people]. Those managed 
public affairs and administered 
justice in the separate cities. 
Among Christians they presided 
over the assemblies or churches. 


See Acts 11:30; 15:23; 15:2-4; 16:4; 
21:18. The title ‘bishop’ denotes the 
function of the pastor; the word 
‘elder’ denotes the dignity. The 
former was borrowed from Greek 
institutions, and the latter from 
the Jewish.” 

Now let us notice the Apostles’ 
use of the word “elder.” The elders 
were to rule the church (1 Timothy 
5:17), to ordain men in the church 
(Acts 14:23), to pray for the sick 
(James 5:14), to take the oversight 
of the church (1 Peter 5:1-3; Acts 
20:17, 28; Titus 1:5-7) and to be 
the official leaders of the church 
(Acts 11:30). 

From the Scriptures we learn 
that an elder is not just one who 
is older in years. He is an elder 
because of his office, position, and 
rank of service. It is a title bor- 
rowed from the Jews to designate 
the leader of the general or local 
church. The word is often used 
in the plural because the churches’ 
rapid growth necessitated many 
pastors, bishops, or elders for one 
church. 





The Great Threshold 


The early Church stuck together. 
There was such love and unity 
among them that there was no 
need for separate churches in a 
town. Later as persecutions. arose, 
the Christians had to assemble in 
smaller groups. The smaller the 
groups, the fewer overseers, 
bishops, or pastors were needed. 
Today our churches are smaller 
and, under most circumstances, 
need only one pastor. We still have 
some churches that need two or 
three pastors. 

Now I will deal briefly with the 
other two words, “bishop” and 
“pastor,” used for the leaders of 
the local churches. The first one 
comes from the Greek “episkopos” 
and is composed of two words, 
“epi” meaning over, and “skopos” 
meaning to see. The full meaning 
of the word is overseer or super- 
intendent. Thayers Greek Lexicon 
says: “The word ‘episkopos’ means 
an overseer, a man charged with 
the duty of seeing that things to 
be done by others are done rightly; 

(Continued on page 11) 
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THE LEGAL ACTION OF 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


(Continued from page 3) 


legation because God is its author. 
His is the message of great salva- 
tion “which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was con- 
firmed ... by them that heard 
him; God also bearing them wit- 
ness, both with signs and wonders” 
(Hebrews 2:3, 4). The evidence, 
therefore, can not be gainsaid for 
two crucial reasons: (1) its divine 
origin and (2) its miraculous con- 
firmation. 


The Word of God is appropriately 
called the Sword of the Spirit by 
Paul in Ephesians 6:17. The Spirit’s 
Sword is “quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any [other] two- 
edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of the soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and mar- 
row, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” 
(Hebrews 4:12). 

Because of the power and pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, the evi- 
dence pierces deeply and cuts se- 
verely. Just as a ray of light il- 
lumines the hidden crevices of a 
cave, the Word of God unveils se- 
cret motives and intentions un- 
detected by man. When the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ shines 
into minds blocked by Satan in un- 
belief, then comes the condemna- 
tion (John 3:18). 


On trial, the condemned is put to 
test not for his life but his after- 
life. If he chooses, he can be ac- 
quitted, escape the sentence, and 
enter the liberty of the Christian 
life. Christ is the only way out. If 
he fails to repent, to turn from sin 
and accept Him as Saviour, he 
“stands condemned” (Greek per- 
fect tense) for unbelief (John 
3:18). 

On the other hand, “He that be- 
lieveth on him is not condemned” 
(John 3:18); he is relieved of his 
burden of guilt. The prosecution 
not only rests but ceases. Grace 
and mercy intervene. Peace is 
granted the troubled soul. The one- 
time guilty goes free—acquitted in- 
stead of accused, justified instead 
of judged, and pardoned instead of 
penalized. 
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Counsel for the Christian 


THE HOLY SPIRIT 
strives with man in a labor of di- 
vine love. “God so loved the world”; 
here is the reason for His mission. 
Having won the believer, His work 
continues but in a different way. 
Unlike any earthly attorney, His 
is a dual role. Whereas the Holy 
Spirit on the one hand is the di- 
vine representative against the de- 
fendant, after conversion He pleads 
for him, The stern arm of reproof 
now warmly embraces and defends. 
This abrupt change is marvelous 
proof of His great love. 

The aggressor against sin be- 
comes the advocate. Jesus said to 
His disciples, “And I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you an- 
other Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever” (John 14:16). 
Jesus assured them that they would 
not be left comfortless. Neither is 
any soul, newborn in the Spirit, 
left unattended or unaided. Com- 
forter, from the Latin, means ac- 
companying strength or strength- 
ener. “The Spirit,” says Paul, “help- 
eth our infirmities” (Romans 8:26). 
The Greek word underlying Com- 
forter in the text means one called 
alongside another, especially in the 
time of helplessness. 

The interrogator of the con- 
science becomes the _ intercessor. 
The Christian warfare is a struggle 
against evil spirits, rulers of the 
darkness of this world, and spirit- 
ual wickedness (Ephesians 6:12). 
We fail in our own strength, not 
knowing how to pray victoriously 
“but the Spirit itself maketh inter- 
cession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered” (Romans 8:26). 
He holds back the hordes of dia- 
bolical forces which would devour 
and destroy the saints. And John 
reminds us in his epistle, “Greater 
is he that is in you, than he that 
is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 

The convictor of unbelief be- 
comes the counselor. As counsel for 
the defense against Satan, he 
guides the believer when the way is 
not clear. When the path is blocked 
by error and deception, He is there 
to lead into all truth (John 16:13). 
If there is a lack of knowledge and 
wisdom—whether touching how to 
cope with an unsurmountable prob- 
lem or avoid an impending danger 





—He teaches us all things (John 
14:26). And when the frail human 
mind lets the words of Jesus slip 
from clear focus, He quickens our 
ability to recall and brings all 
things again to remembrance 
(John 14:26). 
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FASTING AND PRAYER 
(Continued from page 5) 


hold, ye fast for strife and debate, 
and to smite with the fist of wick- 
edness: ... Is it such a fast that 
I have chosen? a day for a man to 
afflict his soul? is it to bow down 
his head as a bulrush, and to spread 
sackcloth and ashes under him? 
wilt thou call this a fast, and an 
acceptable day to the Lord?” Neith- 
er have the attitude of the Pharisee 
who prayed, “I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all I possess” 
(Luke 18:12). Jeremiah 14:12 says, 
“When they fast, I will not hear 
their cry.” Do not fast to show 
how much power you have over 
God; you will only reveal how lit- 
tle control you have over yourself. 
Neither fast to coerce God, to im- 
press man, to feel like a martyr, 
or to make good your boast of 
deep spirituality. If you fast with 
a carnal motive, you will not re- 
ceive what you are seeking. God’s 
answer to your prayer will be, “No”; 
He will not say, “Yes.” 

Some people wistfully ask, “Do 
people always get what they ask 
for when they fast and pray, espe- 
cially if they will fast long 
enough?” The answer is, “Not al- 
ways,” but they can get to the 
place where they can want what 
they get, if they are sincere. And 
in the end, the satisfaction amounts 
to the same or even more. James 
says, “Ye ask, and receive not, be- 
cause ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts. Do 
ye think that the scripture saith in 
vain, The spirit that dwelleth in 
us lusteth to envy? But he giveth 
more grace. Wherefore he saith, 
God resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace unto the humble. Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from 


























you. Draw nigh to God, and he 
will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded. Be af- 
flicted, and mourn, and weep [i.e., 
fast]: let your laughter be turned 
to mourning, and your joy to 
heaviness. Humble yourselves in the 
sight of the Lord, and he shall 
lift you up. Speak not evil one of 
another, BRETHREN [James wasn’t 
talking to the world without]. He 
that speaketh evil of his brother, 
and judgeth his brother, speaketh 
evil of the law, and judgeth the 
law: but if thou judge the law, 
thou art not a doer of the law, but 
a judge” (James 4:3, 5-11). 

Only in fasting are lusts subdued 
and the flesh brought into sub- 
mission to the temperate Spirit 
of Almighty God. This is why 
prayer is coupled with fasting. 
Think not that sanctification alone 
will do the work that fasting and 
consecrating yourself unto God will 
do. Sanctification will not do this, 
for it was not thus intended. 

Carnal men say that they have 
prayed but have received no an- 
swer. They mean that they did not 
receive the one they wanted to hear. 
They received an answer all right, 
but it was, “No.” Why? They asked 
| ae 

Should God have answered Eve’s 
prayer if she had asked for the 
forbidden fruit? Should He answer 
your prayers for forbidden fruit? 
Well, how then should you pray? 
Fast and pray until you have pray- 
ed through, until you are willing 
to spend and be spent for God. 
Then you will pray as you ought. 
You will not pray just to satisfy 
vain desires, but your motive will 
be to further the work of God, to 
add to your own strength, and to 
others, in His work. That prayer 
will not be in vain. 

Sometimes it is more important 
that the prayers we pray produce 
a change upon us than that they 
influence God. “Is not this the fast 
that I have chosen? to loose the 
bands of wickedness, to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let the op- 
pressed go free, and that ye break 
every yoke? Is it not to deal thy 
bread to~ the hungry, and that 
thou bring the poor that are cast 
out to thy house?” (Isaiah 58:6, 7). 
“Turn ye even to me with all your 


heart, and with fasting, and with 
weeping, and with mourning” (Joel 
2:12). We should fast to bring our 
flesh into submission to spiritual 
law. There is a law of the Spirit, 
and a law of the flesh; these are at 
enmity one with the other. 


Fasting is a way to prove that 
a person means business, because 
one does mean business if he is 
sincere enough to fast. He may 
say, “I do mean business, the Lord 
knows I do.” But in a _ business 
transaction, ONE MUST PAY 
DOWN THE MONEY to bind the 
bargain if he has a _ responsible 
and serious intent. Unless he is 
willing to pay down the money, 
there is always the possibility of 
his deciding not to go through with 
the transaction. We know that God 
will go through with His end of 
the bargain. Why? Because He has 
already “paid down the price of 
our redemption.” It required the 
crucifixion of Christ but God 
spared not His Son in order to pay 
the demands of redemption. For- 
ty days of fasting were required 
over self and over Satan—an ex- 
ample for us, as well as proof to 
us that He paid down the money. 
And nothing less will suffice for 
us, if we desire the results that the 
Word has promised are ours 
through fasting and prayer. 


“TI humbled my soul with fast- 
ing” (Psalm 35:13). If we fast and 
pray, we can speak with bold au- 
thority to Satan; we will be meek 
and submissive to God. If we fail 
to fast and pray, we will be meek 
as a kitten to Satan, but will pre- 
sume and make demands of Al- 
mighty God to our own detriment 
and hurt. “Turn ye even to me 
with all your heart, and with fast- 
ing, and with weeping, and with 
mourning” (Joel 2:12). We should 
fast often because now the Bride- 
groom is away, but soon He will 
return. 


Fasting is not a thing about 
which to be smug, self-righteous, 
or boastful. I’ve heard Christians 
boast of their fasting and some- 
times lose the results of a fast of 
three days or more, for the sole re- 
ward of men’s admiration. Fasting 
is not righteous within itself, but 
it will make us right with God 
if it is done in the right way. 


MINISTERS: 


APPROVING ourselves 
as the ministers of God... in 
fastings” (2 Corinthians 6:4, 5). 
Acts 9:9 records one of Paul’s 
fasts: “And he was three days 
without sight and neither did eat 
nor drink.” God told Ananias that 
Paul was praying. Paul was never 
disobedient to the heavenly vision; 
vision; he was oft in fastings by 
his own admission. 

Do people ever fast and fail to 
receive what they are praying for? 
Yes, David did when he fasted for 
his child. But he said, “I fasted 
and prayed for I said, who can tell 
whether God will be gracious to 
me that the child may live? But 
now he is dead, wherefore should 
I fast? Can I bring him back 
again? I shall go to him, but he 
shall not return unto me.” He was 
resigned to the will of God, and 
therefore was consoled. That is 
what our attitude should be when 
God’s will is inevitable. 

Real success in Christian living 
and Christian service comes by 
fasting and prayer. Revival comes 
by fasting and prayer. Successful 
Christians of all ages have been 
men who fasted and prayed oft- 
en. When we are sincere enough 
in our efforts for God that we will 
fast, pray, and have faith in Him, 
we can rest assured that He is go- 
ing to approve and bless according 
to His riches in glory. 


me Pe Be 


THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
CHURCH 


(Continued from page 7) 


any curator, guardian, or super- 
intendent. Hence, in the New Testa- 
ment it means the guardian of 
souls or one who watches over their 
welfare. Specifically, it refers to 
the superintendent, head, or over- 
seer of any Christian church.” 

The word “pastor” comes from 
the Greek word “poimen” and 
means a herdsman or shepherd, 
a protector, one who furnishes 
pasturage or food. Metaphorically, 
it means the presiding officer, 
manager, or director of any as- 
sembly. It is used of Christ who is 
the head of the Church. 
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DEACONS OF THE LOCAL 
CHURCH 


T HE WORD “deacon” 
comes from the Greek word “dea- 
conos” and means one who serves, 
a servant, an attendant, a minister; 
it represents a servant in his 
activity for his work. In the New 
Testament it refers to the servant 
of a king (Matthew 22:13). Paul 
used the term to express his work 
as an administrator of the church 
(Colossians 1:25). Christ used it 
to express His work, “Even as the 
Son of man came not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister [to 
be a deacon)” (Matthew 20:28). 

From the sixth chapter of Acts, 
we learn that the office of deacon 
was created in the local church 
at Jerusalem to help the minister 
so he could pray and study the 
Scriptures more. It was an office 
assigned him by the church. He 
was to care for the poor and dis- 


tribute the money collected for 
their use. Phebe was called a 
deaconess of the church at 
Cenchrea (Romans 16:1), but this 
has reference to her work rather 
than to an office created by the 
local church for a woman. Some 
have said that she cared for the 
poor and sick women of the church. 
Let us notice that the deacons 
were selected by “the multitude 
of the disciples” and appointed 
by the Apostles. The whole church 
had a part in selecting the dea- 
cons; the Apostles approved the 
ones selected. Paul mentioned the 
office of the deacon when he wrote 
to the church at Philippi, “.. . to all 
the saints in Christ Jesus which 
are at Philippi, with the bishops 
and deacons” (Philippians 1:1). 
The qualifications for deacons 
are stated in 1 Timothy 3:8-13. 
“For they that have used the of- 
fice of a deacon well purchase to 





themselves a good degree, and great 
boldness in the faith which is in 
Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 3:13). 
According to the Scriptures, every 
locally organized church with a 
sufficient number of male mem- 
bers should have, a bishop (elder) 
and deacons. The deacons should 
work under the supervision of the 
pastor and help him take care of 
the business of the church. God 
put in the church “govern- 
ments and helps.” The pastor is 
the governor; the deacons are help- 
ers. The pastor is to lead the flock, 
not to drive them. 


The Church which Jesus said He 
would build is still being built. And 
what a glorious day when it shall 
be completed and presented to Him 
without spot or wrinkle. Let us 
appreciate our place in the plan 
of God and be content with what 
Christ has given us. May the Lord 
keep us faithful until that day. 








Praise God for Holiness 
and Healing 


PLYMOUTH, N. C.—Dear Evan - 
readers, greetings to you all in 
dear, sweet name of Jesus, our 
Saviour and soon-coming King. I 
love the Lord with all my heart. 
He has been such a_ wonderful 
Saviour to me. I thank God for 
my parents who lived ,» moral 
lives and raised us children the 
best they knew how and understood 
the Bible. We went to church and 
Sunday School, loved our Sunday 
School teachers, but were never 
taught the plan of salvation. — 
how it breaks my heart to 
peom id blinded to the 

rd of God. I am so happy to 
know that God Thad mercy on me 
and spared my life until I heard 

a good old-time holiness sermon. 
ra m glad that when I began to learn 
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about holiness, I was humble 
enough to accept it. That was in 
1935. God made the way for Broth- 
er and Sister Sawyer to move by 
me and be a cottage prayer 
mee in their home. I could hear 
them ee that th ood old holi- 
ness songs hrilled my soul. 
I listened them as they ex- 
plained the” Word of God and I 
vateted their lives. I learned that 
just living a good, moral life was 
good, but I had to be born ain, 
and washed in the blood of Jesus 
to become a child of His. Oh, how 
happy I was when I became a child 
of the King. 


I received the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost in August, 1937. I was 
ee ines 5 parson I ever saw receive 

tism. It was all new to me, 
bet a Poca ll mony Pel 
I’m glad I can still say I’m happy in 
my soul. So many have grown cold 


in their experience and gone back 
on the Lord, but there is nothing 
in this old sinful world worth giv- 
ing up a dear Saviour who has 
power to help us through every 
trial. He was promised never 
to allow His children to be tempted 
or afflicted more than He can make 
them able to bear. Isn’t that a won- 
derful promise? Bless His name for- 
ever! He has helped me through 
many trials, healed my children 
many times, and been my phy- 
sician now for about 21 years. Be- 
fore I heard the story of how He 
could heal the sick, make the blind 
to see and the lame to walk, I took 
medicine almost constantly. I was 
nothing but a nervous wreck. Sis- 
ter Sawyer, bless her heart, told 
me the sweet story of how He had 
healed her. Fs thought, “God is no 
respector of persons and He will 
heal me if I will up | Nag His 
Word and live the life.” I have 
found in Him all I need to this 
hour. I can’t thank and praise Him 
enough for answering prayer when 
my leg was sore for several weeks. 
I promised God if He would heal 
my leg I would write a testimony to 
the Evangel and tell other suffering 
children of God that He still heals 
today. 

I desire the prayers of every 


Christian that reads this to men- 
tion the Jethro family in your 
prayers. Pray that will save 


them all again so the family circle 
will not be broken when we have 
to stand before our Father to 4 
judged. I want to hear Him sa 

“Well done thou good and faithful 
servants, enter in.” Oh, how sad 


























it will be if He has to say, “Depart 
from me; I know you not.” I want 
to make heaven my home. May 
God bless you all. 

—Mrs. John H. Jethro 


Praise God for Healing Power 


WILSON, N. C.—Thank God for 
His en power. I told God if 
He would heal my baby of a ter- 
rible virus infection, I would send 
a letter to the Evangel. The next 
week He also healed my body. I 
want to praise His wonderful name. 
He always helps His children in 
need. —Mrs. William Harrell 


Healed of Pain in Spine 


RED OAK, Va.—I thank God for 
His love and saving grace. I am 
happy to say He saved me and 
filled me with the Holy Ghost. I 
thank Him for healing me of a 
terrible pain in my spine. I could 
not sit back in a without ex- 
perien so much pain I would 
become sick at my stomach. One 
day, as I was reading the testi- 
monies in the Evangel, I had faith 
to believe that if God could heal 
others He could heal me. I began 
to prey and the Lord touched me 
and healed me. He has been so 
good to me and my loved ones. I 
can never thank enough. 

—Mrs. Jack Winn 








Pray that God will heal my body 
completely. I’ve been sick for sev- 
eral years. I am some better but 
need complete healing. Also pray 
for a very urgent unspoken re- 


quest. —Laura Hathaway 


Elkins, W. Va. 
Pray that God will work in my 
son’s heart and life. God knows 
about his problems. —M. L. M. 
Panama City, Fla. 
Pray that love for me and his 
home will be put in my husband’s 
heart and that he will return home 
soon and that God will not let him 
rest until he accepts salvation. 
—A sister in Christ 


Pray for the melt of my body. 
—F. M. Simrell 

Rossville, Ga. 

Pray for me that I will be saved 
and healed and also for my loved 
ones in sin. Pray for Fred Patton, 
Newport News, Va. He has bone 
cancer and unless the Lord under- 
takes, he can’t live much longer. 
—Mrs. Evelyn Batemon 

Newport News, Va. 


Pray for my daughter who is be- 
lieved to have cancer. Also pray for 
my other daughter who was hurt 
in a car wreck over a year ago. 
Pray for me. 

—Mrs. A. R. Willingham 
Rochelle, Illinois 


Pray for mM husband that. he 
will stop ng and get right 
with God. Pray for my son who is 
in service. —A friend 
Pray for our child that God will 
deliver her. She is helpless. 
—Bill Pierce 
Tunnel Hill, Ga. 


Pray for Robert G. Thompson 
and his family. The devil has n 
giving the whole family a terrible 
life. They need to get right with 
God. —A friend 


Pray for my brother who has 
just come home from the hospital. 
He needs God’s help. Also pray for 
my cousin. —WMrs. Juanita Brewer 

Cascilla, Miss. 


Pray for the healing of my sis- 
ter, Mrs. Ruth Brock. 

—Mrs. Ethel McCullough 

Plant City, Fla. 


Pray earnestly for the healin 


of my body. —wMrs. E. E. Stewar 
Billingsley, Ala. 
Pray for a friend in a veteran’s 


hospital in Memphis, Tennessee, 
who is paralyzed from the waist 
down. Also pray for a lady in 
Atlanta who has a brain tumor. 
—Cecil Johnson 


Miami, Fla. 
Pray for the healing of my body 
and the healing of my children. 


Also pray for the salvation of my 
husband. —Francis Umbehant 
Baldwin, Ga. 


Pray for the healing of my body 
and the salvation of my wife and 
children. —Gibson R. Boyles 

Portsmouth, Va. 

Pray that the Lord will heal me 

and for 2 very urgent requests. 
—Marion Frazier 
Lexington, Ky. 

Pray that the Lord will send the 

son of a friend back home. 
—Mrs. Cecil Ledford 


Pray that the Lord will save our 
boy before it is too late. He has a 
e and 4 children. 
—Mrs. Jimmy Ladd 
Pray for me to stand true to God 
and for my husband’s salvation. 
—A sister in Christ 


Pray for the salvation and heal- 
ing of my mother. 

—Nadyne Clouse 

Hot Springs, Ark. 


Pray for the healing of my body. 

—Mrs. J. F. Knight 

Alabama City, Ala. 

Pray for my body and soul and 

for the salvation of a friend. Pray 
that I can find a job. 

—A friend 


for my family to be saved 
or the healing of my body. 
—A sister in Chris 

Pray for the healing of my body. 
Also pray that God will make a way 
for me and my daughter to attend 
church. —Mrs. Nellie Berry 
Latta, S. C. 


Pray that if it is God’s will that 
He will heal me. Also pray for my 
4 sons and their wives. 

—Mrs. Grace Chambers 

N. Wilkesboro, N. C. 

Pray for the healing of my body. 
—Mrs. Omar Chester 

Winona, Miss. 


Pra 
and 











13 














Young Murderer Speaks to Youth in “Parade” 


With his 14-year-old girl companion, the young 
murderer cut a swarth of terror from Nebraska 
through Wyoming last year. Behind them, ten corpses 
summed up the grim story. Six people had been shot 
to death, two had been stabbed, one (the girl’s tiny 
half-sister) had been viciously beaten to death, one 
person had died from a combination of stabbing and 
shooting. 

Now, as the date of his execution (Good Friday, 
March 27) drew near, convicted murderer Charles 
Starkweather, 19, took a long look at his past. Then, 
according to Parade, Sunday newspaper supplement, 
he wrote his autobiography “in his own hand, in a 
bare cell in death row.” 

Perhaps, as an accompanying quote from a noted 
criminologist asserted, Starkweather’s purpose was 
not to warn other boys, as the 19-year-old prisoner 
claimed. States James Reinhardt of the University 
of Nebraska: Starkweather is “leaving a legacy to 
himself. He wants assurance that his name and ex- 
ploits will not be forgotten.” 

But at the end of a self-analysis that traces the 
start of his short-but-tragic life of crime back to the 
taunts of fellow Kindergarteners, Starkweather sums 
it up with words in which many will think they detect 
a note of sincerity: 

“Today, after a year of imprisonment, I can count 
my life hours. I have had a great deal of time for 
thought and to retrace back over my life. I hold no 
fear for the electric chair, it is the price I am paying 
for taking the lives of others. ... 

“Now I feel no rebellion toward anything or anyone, 
only love and peace. I received this love and peace 
through the Bible. 

“And if I could talk to young people today I would 
tell them to go to school, to go to Sunday School, to go 
to church and receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
own personal Saviour. Our God is a kind God, He’ll 
forgive and accept you as one of His even if your heart 
is black and heavy with sin. 

“And I would say to them to obey their parents or 
guardians, and to stay away from bad influences, and 
never undertake anythin hat you don’t understand, 
and if in doubt don’t do it. And most of all don’t ever 
let your intentions and emotions overpower you. 

“Tf I had followed these simple little rules, as I was 
pee to do many times, I would not be where I am 

y.” 


Russian Clergy Reports Increase in Church 
Attendance 


EDMONTON, Canada (EP)—Church attendance is 
up in the Soviet Union, according to Rev. Paul 
Sokolowsky of Dimitrov. The Moog pastor from 
Russia told an Edmonton audience that attendance 
has increased about 15 per cent in the past five years. 
He said that “about 35 per cent of Russia’s 200 million 
people attend Russian Orthodox churches.” 
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Africa Erupts in Violent Race Riots 


Black nationalism is currently sweeping across 
Africa, resulting in severe riots that have brought 
arrests and killings in Northern and Southern Rhode- 
sia and Nyasaland. Mobs jeering “The Englishman 
must go now!” have temporarily suppressed mission- 
ary cop es A in the area. 

The Pocket Testament League a little more than 
a year ago held an evangelistic meeting in Bulawayo, 
Northern Rhodesia, scene of some of the worst rioting. 
At that time thousands responded to the message 
of salvation and received copies of the Word of God. 
Over 300,000 Gospels in Shona, Nyanja, Zulu, Bemba 
and English were distributed throughtout Northern 
and Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 

“We feel the Lord has timed our work in this area,” 
said a spokesman for PTL, “where unrest and bitter- 
ness would prohibit our movements and methods of 
distribution now.” 

These words are echoed by other missionary agencies 
who are keeping a close watch on developments in 
the “Dark” Continent so rapidly coming alive. (EP) 


Mr. K and His “Weaknesses” 

Nikita Krushchev, admitting that he has “told the 
Russian people to drink less,” was a little unhappy at 
the Leipzig Fair in early March when a photographer 
poised his camera each time the Soviet Premier bent 
his elbow. (“Every time I raise my glass, the fellow 
takes a picture.”) Said Mr. K: “A great man who has 
his weaknesses is still a great man.” 

At the Leipzig Fair (an 800-year-old event, now 
recognized as meeting-grounds for Eastern Reds and 
Western business), the portly Krushchev toasted 
“Africa and all countries fighting for their independ- 
ence,” paused at the French pavilion for a ‘glass of 
champagne, and later—at the reception where he en- 
countered the persistent photographer—really got 
down to business at what is apparently one of his 
favorite “sports.” °* 

A week later, in Berlin, he continued his steady 
consumption. During a three hour Soviet Embassy 
reception for 900 Communists, the portly Russian 
leader guzzled a total of 12 brandies—once each twelve 
minutes, according to an awed reporter’s calculations. 

“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging”—and Mr. 
K is only human, with a human stomach and a human 
mind to feel the effects of his intemperance. What 
effect his admitted “weakness” may have had or may 
continue to have on the affairs of men and nations in 
the critical months ahead makes an interesting sub- 
ject for conjecture. (EP) 


National Catholic MAGS Hit Kennedy 
Statements 

Two Roman Catholic magazines of national circu- 
lation have joined the several diocesan papers which 
earlier had criticized Senator Kennedy (Dem., Mass.) 
for the views on separation of church and state which 
he had expressed in a recent issue of Look as well 
as on TV. 

“Separation of church and state is fundamental 
to our American concept and . . . must remain so,” 
Kennedy had stated in Look. In rebuttal, America 
(Jesuit publication) and Commonweal (lay Catholic 
weekly) declared that while Kennedy has insisted that 
he did not feel that a candidate for public office 
should face a “religious test,” the senator had in 
effect submitted to one in answering Look’s questions. 

America’s view: “We do not agree with the maga- 
zine’s statement that in a forthcoming campaign, 
‘a Catholic would have to give his views on his re- 
ligion.’ This kind of cross-examination, directed as it 
is solely to Catholics, as Catholics, is discriminatory, 
insulting and without pertinence in terms of the US. 
constitution.” (EP) 


























Rain, Critics and Health No Setback in 
Graham Crusade 

MELBOURNE, Australia (EP)—Despite some incle- 
ment weather and scattered opposition in the press, 
the Graham Crusade here continues to roll along at a 
record clip, with crowds nearing the 60,000 mark. 


Although steady rain fell on the show grounds here, 
for example, more than 12,000 people gathered to hear 
Evangelist Billy Graham on the eighteenth day of his 
Australian crusade. 

In spite of the fact that press coverage was still 
overwhelmingly favorable, one small news magazine 
is reported to have criticized Graham, calling him a 
“self-appointed heavenly huckster” who should “pack 
his carpetbag and go straight back home.” 

Criticism came also from Anglican archbishop of 
Coulburn and Canberra, Dr. E. H. Burgmann, who 
said, “I cannot go along with a modern ‘fundamen- 
talist’ crusade. . . . Great crowds do not provide the 
atmosphere for serious decisions involving the truths 
vital for meeting the strain of daily living.” 

Doctors have limited Graham’s preaching to the 
nightly meetings, although the evangelist admits he 
“would like to have preached five times a day in 
squares and streets. .. .” 


U. S. Crime Up 8 Per Cent, Says FBI 


Major crimes in the nation’s cities went up 8 per 
cent last year over 1957. 

This sobering figure has just been released by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Bureau’s tabu- 
lations show that in murders and non-negligent homi- 
cides, New York City police reports totaled 345. Chicago 
was second with 305, and Los Angeles third with 136. 

Aggravated assaults in New York City numbered 
— with Los Angeles recording 6,354 and Chicago 
3,962. 

In the matter of forcible criminal assaults against 
women, the only major crime category that showed 
a decrease throughout the country in general, Los 
Angeles reported 1,028 with New York City totaling 
725 offences of this nature and Chicago 532. (EP) 


Something New Along the Midway 


Something new will be seen next year by the 50 
million who attend state and county fairs in the 
United States each year. More and more “gospel tents” 
will be seen along the midways in a growing effort to 
bring the message of Christianity to this large - 
tential audience. Described as ‘a driving force behind 
this method of evangelism” is a new group known as 
Evangelical Fairs Association International, recently 
organized in Chicago. 

Headed by Walter Hanchett, president, of Elgin 
Illinois, the new group seeks to aid local churches an 
interested groups in conducting evangelistic efforts 
at state and county fairs. At present, the group is 
seeking to gather information on methods of fair 
evangelism and to arouse prayer support for this 
ministry. (EP) 


Church Popularity in Hungary Irritates Reds 


BUDAPEST (EP)—A leading Communist publication 
here has complained that even men of science are still 
going to church in Hungary. It blamed the situation 
on ot — of anti-religious propagandists to do a 

ood job. 

" An article in Tarsadalmi Szemle, bi-monthly 
“scientific” organ of the Hungarian Socialist Workers 
(the Communist Party) demanded an increase of 
atheistic propaganda to combat “the still strong in- 
fluence of religion” on the minds of the people. It 
complained that no atheistic book has been published 
in Hungary since the people’s uprising in 1956. 





What Brought Americans to Hawaii? 

As Hawaiians celebrated their new status of state- 
hood, Americans and Islanders alike paused to review 
the developments in history that had brought about 
this link with the U. S. mainland. Not lost altogether 
in the celebrating was the fact brought out in an 
Associated Press dispatch: j 

“At first, it was religion and whaling which brought 
Americans to Hawaii. The whalers are all but for- 
gotten, but the New England missionaries, who came 
in 1820, left an enduring mark. 

Min converted the pagan people to Christianity, 
covered up the naked women in Mother Hubbar 
(ancestor of today’s floor-length muu-muu) and 
fought disease, liquour and moral license introduced 
by seafarers.” 


Queen’s Memoirs Point to Faith in Christ 

THE HAGUE; Netherlands (EP)—In her recently- 
published memoirs of 50 years as Queen of The Nether- 
lands, Princess Wilhelmina has written a tribute to 
her faith in Jesus Christ. In the final chapters of the 
book Lonely But Not Alone, the Dutch Empress writes: 
“I now regard ~ task as finished, namely to give 
you a picture of how my whole life was guided and 
had significance in Christ’s high plan... . I pray that 
Christ’s joy may descend on His whole humanity and 
that mankind’s joy may be fulfilled in Him. He stands 
at the door of its heart, and knocks. If mankind hears 
His voice and opens the door, He will enter.” 


Celebrations Will Honor Birth of 
Reformer 


GENEVA (EP)—In memory of John Calvin’s birth, 
450 years ago, the World Presbyterian Alliance is 
planning a summer-long “Festival of Sound and Light” 
in Geneva, Switzerland. Commencing May 31, the 
spectacle will be repeated “every fine night” all sum- 
mer in front of the Reformation Monument, a wall 
set off by statues of four prominent reformers: Farel, 
Calvin, Knox, Beza and other figures of the Re- 
formed faith in Europe. 

These statues will be bathed in lights, while recorded 
voices in various languages tell the story of 
the reformation. Other events planned are a Sunday 
morning _ at the Reformers’ Monument, to be 
inaugurated by music of sixteenth century Geneva, 
psalms, and the Swiss premier of a new film on the 
Reformation by the well-known French director, Roger 
Leenharat. 


Kennedy: Religious Test Not Proper 
in Elections 

WASHINGTON (EP)—Senator Kennedy (Dem., 
Mass.) doesn’t believe that a “religious test” is proper 
in elections and points out that such has not been an 
issue for 20 years. But he admits that if a Roman 
Catholic, such as he is, becomes a presidential candi- 
date, then the aspirant’s views of separation of 
church and state would probably be a public question. 

These views came out as Kennedy “faced the na- 
tion” on a CBS television show. Refusing to acknowl- 
yen that he is a candidate, however, he declared 
(with references to an alleged “Stop Kennedy” move- 
ment): “Since I’m not a candidate, I believe the move- 
ment to stop me hasn’t taken any formal shape.” 


Communist Paper Advocates Polygamy 


WARSAW (EP)—Polygamy should be instituted in 
Poland, said a Communist youth magazine recently, 
because of the “considerable shortage” of women. 
“Now that the Catholic Church is no longer an official 
church in Poland,” the journal stated, “there should 
be no obstacle to reviving the practice.” 
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Sunday School Register Boards 


For recording Sunday School attendance, offering and other records, these 
attractive register boards include many unique features that make them superior 
in their field. These features include: 


1. Construction—\%4” plywood mounted to %4” ma- 
sonite with waterproof glue. 


2. Grooved panels—on the front of the boards, 
there are 7 grooves machined at an angle to 
hold metal slides and numerals, making a 7-panel 
board, each panel spaced evenly. This feature 
is especially outstanding since it makes obsolete 
the wooden grooves and panels that frequently 
warp and crack on other register boards. 


3. Metal slides and numerals—each board is 
equipped with 9 slides (each 8% x 3 inches) 
and 60 numerals (6 each of 1-0) and one per- 
cent (%) symbol. With tops bent at an angle 
to fit the grooves on the board, the metal slides 
and numerals will last permanently. White let- 
ters on black background. 

The slides include: Sunday School—Attendance 

Today—Attendance Year Ago—Offering Today— 

Offering Year Ago—Offering Last Sunday—Enroll- 

ae arenes Last Sunday—Membership Pres- 

ent. 

4. Finish—With a light or dark oak finish, the boards will harmonize with all 

types of church architecture. The sides are beveled and painted white. For hang- 

ing, there are two metal hangers and heavy picture wire. Size 1842 x 29% inches. 
ng and complete set of slides and numerals packed in carton ready for ship- 
ment. 
No. 105, Light Oak 
No. 106, Dark Oak 





Price, $17.50 
Price, $17.50 





Register and Hymn Board Combination 


Designed for the dual pu of registering both attendance and hymns, these 
unique boards have many distinctive features. These features include: 


1. Construction—2 pieces of 4%” masonite, banded 
together with waterproof glue. 


2. Grooved panels—on the front of the boards, 
there are 7 grooves machined at an angle to 
hold metal slides and numerals—making a 17- 
panel board, each panel spaced evenly. This is 
an especially outstanding feature since it makes 
obsolete the wooden grooves and panels that 
wear out on other register and hymn boards. 


3. Metal slides and numerals—with each of these 
boards you will receive 11 slides (814 x 3 inches), 
60 numerals (6 each of 1-0), and one percent 
(%) symbol. White letters on black background. 


The slides include: Sunday School—Attendance 
Today—Attendance Year Ago—Offering Last Sun- 
Sp PIE cess emer, | Present—Enrollment—Attendance 
Last Sunday—Offering Today—Offering Year Ago 
—Hymns—Reading on Page 


4. Finish—Black and white flecked paint that will especially blend with churches 
of contemporary design. 





The board and a complete set of slides and numerals are packed in a carton 
ready for shipment. Size of board, my X 2936 inches. 
No. 109, Black with white flecks. Price, $15.00. 





YOU HAVE A TALENT—DON’T 
BURY IT. Here is a book, in- 
terestingly written, that will help 
the teen-ager in choosing and 
preparing for his or her voca- 


tion, 128 pages, board, 
paper, 85c. 


$2.00; 


HOW TO PLAN A PARTY FOR 
TEEN-AGERS — Included are 
splendid suggestions for teen- 
agers who want a party. Sug- 
gestions are given for a 
Hawaiian, Valentine, Halloween 
and College Prep parties. Paper, 
60c. 





IDEAS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
PARTIES—A usable collection of 
popular games to be used where 
boys and girls gather. Paper, 75c. 


IDEAS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
PROGRAMS—This book contains 
150 practical and entertaining 
ideas. It has interesting and 
novel ideas to be used in plan- 
ning parties that are different. 
Paper, 75c. 





LET’S HAVE A GOOD ‘TIME— 
“All the answers” to entertain- 
ment problems. Ideas for pub- 
licity, invitations, decorations, re- 
freshments, miscellaneous parties, 
Bible games, and stunt songs. 
275 pages, board, $2.25. 


EASY TO PLAY BIBLE GAMES 
—These Bible quizzes are educa- 
tional and easy to play. Here’s 
an enjoyable way to learn more 
about and from the Bible. Paper, 
35c. 





Pathway Book Store 
1108 Florida Avenue 
Tampa, Florida 


Church of God Pub. House 
922 Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


ORDER FROM 


way Book Store 
231 S. Church Street 
Charlotte, N. C. 























